
WINTER WINSPRING SUMMER AUTUMN

CROP Jan. Feb. Mar. April May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.

Spinach

Lettuce

Arugula

Dill/Cilantro

Pea Shoots

Kohlrabi

Broccoli

Chard

Spring Radish/Turnips

Beets/Carrots

Strawberries

Raspberries

Currant/Gooseberries

Blueberries

Aronia Berries

Kale

Potatoes

Cabbage

Cucumber

Eggplant

Basil

Tomatoes

Tomatillos/Ground 
Cherries
Peppers

Okra

Spaghetti Squash

Melons

Bok Choi/other Asian 
greens
Radicchio/Endive/
Escarole
Greens (Turnip, 
Mustard, Collard)

 

Acorn, Butternut, 
other Winter Squashes
Pumpkins

Leeks/Scallions

Brussels Sprouts

Sweet Potatoes

Parsnips, Turnips,  
Rutabagas
Celery Root, Parsley 
Root, Burdock, Salsify
Daikon, Winter 
Radishes
Dry Grains (Popcorn, 
Wheat-berries, Dry Corn)

Season Extension

     YEAR-ROUND GROWING

YEAR-ROUND SELLING      STORAGE CROPS

 HOOPHOUSE PROFITS

12 MONTHS OF LOCAL FOODS WITH FRESH-PICKED, STORED, AND/OR VALUE-ADDED PRODUCE

SP
RI

N
G

 R
O

O
TS

 
an

d 
SH

O
O

TS
SU

M
M

ER
’S

 F
RU

IT
S 

(a
nd

 m
or

e)
EA

RL
Y 

SP
RI

N
G

 
G

RE
EN

S
AU

TU
M

N
 R

O
O

TS
 

an
d 

SH
O

O
TS

W
IN

TE
R 

 
ST

O
RA

G
E 

C
RO

PS

Warm season crops grown in outdoor field

Field production

Plasticulture (hoophouse, 
row covers, sheet mulch)
Storage

Cool season crops grown in outdoor field

Crops grown in hoophouse and/or other plasticulture

Succession planting of cool- and warm-season cultivars

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER 

32º
34º
36º
38º
40º
42º
44º
46º
48º
50º
52º
54º
56º
58º
60º
62º
64º
66º
68º
70º
72º

STORAGE TIME IN MONTHS
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Root Crops and Apples

Pears

Hardy Greens and Leeks 

Potatoes

Sweet Potatoes (cured)  

Winter Squashes and Pumpkins 

Hardneck Garlic

Softneck Garlic
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$  1 
$  2 
$  3 
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$ 8 
$ 9 
$10 
$1 1
$12 
$13
$14 
$15
$16

CROPS
Salad Greens Peppers Eggplants Cucumbers *Tomatoes

   *depending 
on hybrid 
or heirloom, 
conventional or 
organic, and in- 
or out-of-season

   †Profits depend on many factors, especially  
 product quality and marketing outlets.  
 
 SOURCE: Illinois Specialty Crop Farmers 
Other references are available at theLandConnection.org.

 **out of season 
production and sales

**Strawberries **Raspberries

10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

  * Exact dates will vary according to your location, season 
extension practices, and storage facilities 
 
SOURCE: Illinois Specialty Crop Farmers 
Other references are available at theLandConnection.org.  

 **	Depending on the season’s weather, and 
your storage conditions, storage times will 
vary. But in general, early-season thin-
skinned winter squashes don’t last as long 
as the later, thick-skinned ones.

2 months: Delicata
3 months: Acorn, Spaghetti, Sweet Dumpling
4 months: Red Kuri, Green Kabocha, Buttercup
5 months: other Kabocha
6 months: Butternut
8 months: Blue Hubbard
9 months: Sibley and other storage  

                  heirloom varieties

Mature 
Product

                        D
ecay, till under

Low Tunnel

Row Cover

High Tunnel

Plastic Sheet Mulch

Value-Added Products

Cultivar Choice

SOURCE: Illinois Specialty Crop Farmers. Other references are available at theLandConnection.org.

SOURCE: Illinois Specialty Crop Farmers. Other references are available at theLandConnection.org.

This Season Extension infographic and related materials were made possible with funds from the Specialty Crop Block Grant program of the USDA Agricultural Marketing 
Services, through the Illinois Department of Agriculture. Further information and resources about Season Extension are available at theLandConnection.org. thelandconnection.org @landconnection @thelandconnection/thelandconnection
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